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Storm Damage Clean-up
Plain Community Church Offering Help/Asking for Help:

I

n early March, a group of Plain Community Church members met to discuss
ways they could better serve our community. After a brainstorming session
they decided to organize a
community effort to clean up
the debris left from the storm
that hit us last December. With
so many trees down and debris
littering the landscape, they
knew there would be many in
need of help.
According to project
coordinator Debbie Newell,
Storm damage at the Lake Wenatchee State Park
“Due to the extensive storm
playground, March, 2013.
damage this will be an ongoing
project and there will be numerous ways for everyone to be involved in the
restoration process of our beautiful valley. I have contacted the county about
partnering with them to clear the branches along road ways. Discussions on how
to address safety issues, and work hand in hand within the framework of county
ordinances were discussed and I am hoping for further dialogue. I met with
the fire department in regards to disposing of the brush, burning, ordinances,
permits, etc. Our fire chief, Mick Lamar, was extremely helpful and we discussed
the possibility of combining their fire training with upcoming projects that meet
their training criteria. I spoke with Byron Newell of Newell Logging last night
about the great need to clear the irrigation ditch, which is a huge project! I have
called Mike Hudson, who is managing that project, about how we can best
assist them. Right now the vision of a united effort to restore and clean up is
being cast and an invitation is going out for our community to come together to
accomplish a task that is much bigger than any one of us. The time is now! This
is a great opportunity to unite and do something to bless every resident as well as
the future guests who enter our valley.”
If you need help in the removal of fallen trees and branches from your
personal property, if you know of someone who does, or if you would like to
participate in assisting with this endeavor, please contact Debbie Newell at
670-3286 or email her at moc.sgnirpstm@eibbed.

Burning Guidelines
A Note from Chelan County Fire District 9

A

permit is not required for yard debris burning in Fire District 9 if you follow the guidelines below. Open burning will be prohibited most likely from
June 1st through the end of September, dependent on the action of the Chelan
County Commissioners.
n Only natural, untreated vegetation may be burned
n The pile must not be larger than 4' x 4' x 3'
n A person capable of extinguishing the fire must attend at all times
n The fire must be fully extinguished before leaving it
n A water supply shall be readily available for use at burning site
n Fires shall not be located within 50' of structures
n Only one pile may be burned at a time
n Burning is limited to 1/2 hour after sunrise to 1/2 hour before sunset
n To reduce smoke, fire should be well ventilated and fuel should be dry
n Burn barrels are not allowed
n For a larger pile or if multiple pile burning is required for land clearing a
permit is required and can be obtained from the Department of Ecology,
check out their website to determine what type of permit is required at:
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/outdoor_woodsmoke/outdoorburnpermits.htm
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Erin Carlson and her “battle buddy” Sergeant
Jessica Aguirre while deployed at Camp Arifjan,
Kuwait, Iraq in the summer of 2008.

Erin Carlson

B

oot Camp or bust! Erin Carlson, raised
right here in Plain, joined the military
immediately after graduating from
Cascade High School. “Joining the Marine
Corp was one of the smartest things I could
have done. At 18 I was really shy and the military experience helped me to be more assertive
and come out of my shell. I was a Motor-T
mechanic at Camp Pendleton, CA for 4-1/2
years, working primarily with men. Being in
that environment made me a stronger, more
confident person. I learned how to stand my
ground!” she said.
There’s always a silver lining. Erin was
deployed to Iraq in both 2006 and 2008.
“I was really unprepared for deployment.
I had no idea what to expect. I worked every
day. No days off for a whole year. It was really
tough and definitely an eye opener about the
conditions that others less fortunate live in.
It taught me to appreciate what I have in my
life now. That’s for sure. Plus the landscape
was so barren and desolate. But I will always
remember the beautiful sunsets. That was a
special treat in such a scary place,” she said.
Giving Back. After returning to Plain in
June of 2009, Erin enrolled at Wenatchee Valley
College while working at Just Plain Grocery.
Erin received her AA degree in 2011. This
fall she plans to enroll in Washington State
University’s online Psychology program. Her
goal is to become a psychologist and start her
own private practice. According to Erin, “I hope
to be able to work with military veterans as my
way of “giving back.” Those working in war
zone areas really need help after they get home.
Many bottle up their emotions, pushing them
down deep and just going on. It is not healthy.
It is hard to ask for help and I get that. I want
to find a way to help make that easier for them.”
Erin started working part time at the front
counter and as a barista at Plain Hardware in
January of 2012. She works Thursday thru
Sunday. Stop in and say hi!

