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Proposal for US Army
Helicopter Training Zone

Darryl
Parsons

T

he US Army out of Joint Base Lewis-McCord (JBLM) proposed the
establishment of a new helicopter training zone on the eastern slopes
of the Cascades, ranging from inside the Alpine Lake Wilderness area to
north of Winthrop. JBLM is looking to establish training areas that could
be available to practice low altitude helicopter flying and landing - 24 hours
per day/365 days per year, excluding Federal holidays. The more training
areas available for flying training would result in the less amount of actual
flying in any particular area. Community members sent letters of comment
opposing the plan. During the summer, community focus shifted from the
helicopter training zone proposal to the Wolverine Fire, which burned in the
area of the JBLM proposed training zone.
The Army has delayed the original implementation schedule for
the JBLM proposed training zone. They are currently evaluating the
community feedback and consideration of existing regulation that could
prevent the project. The next step is for the Army to submit their proposal
to the Forest Service, which is expected sometime in 2016.

Up in Smoke – Almost!

L

ast fall, a recently purchased plot of land in downtown Plain was
destined to become a cannabis grow operation. A corporation from
Bainbridge Island bought the property and commenced construction. The
site, on Beaver Valley Road, is three lots away from the Old Mill Café.
Residential lots surround the two-acre property on three sides. The location
of the proposed grow compound was around 30’ from neighboring bedroom
windows. With a new 8’ fence and conspicuous security camera, the project
caught the attention of the local community.
Phone calls, emails and meetings ensued with Chelan County officials,
discussing the impact of cannabis grow operations in Plain, with the
potential for offensive odor and the negative visual impact of the high fence
with the security cameras. While many counties in the state had enacted
zoning rules for cannabis grow operations, Chelan County had not. The
County had opted, initially, to treat cannabis as an agricultural crop. As a
result, cannabis growers developed land that was zoned for residential use.
Local residents and county officials worked together to limit the negative
impact of grow operations on the county residents. There is currently a two
year temporary ban that prevents use of the site in Plain as a cannabis grow
operation. During this temporary ban period, Chelan County will develop
and approve a set of land use regulations specific to this type of business.

D

id you know
that Darryl
is a dead-eye
dart thrower?
Handier than
a Leatherman’s
multi-tool, Darryl
brings years
of experience
in everything
from equipment
Darryl Parsons and his
operation, repair
contagious smile!
and maintenance,
to knowing our
local hills like the back of his hand.
Born in North Bend, Washington, Darryl
moved to Leavenworth in the fifth grade. As a
high school student at Cascade High School, he
played offensive and defensive football and hit the
mat in the heavyweight division for the Grizzlies.
Darryl went on to work for the City of
Leavenworth for thirty years. During this time,
he also volunteered as a firefighter and ambulance
driver in Leavenworth. After retiring, Darryl took
a year off and then decided that it was “time to
find something to do…”
Darryl came to Plain Hardware in 2013.
He is our lead delivery driver. His knowledge
is invaluable to our customers and to fellow
employees. When he is not helping us at the
store, or out hunting and fishing, Darryl enjoys
spending time with his family, including his twin
brother. Darryl’s son, Adam, and granddaughter,
Delia, are also in the Leavenworth area. On
Sundays, you can find Darryl enjoying his weekly
visit with his mother.
Next time you are at the store, head back to the
lumberyard and say hi to him!
—DAVID WESTERGARD

Just PLAIN Fun Run
3 MILE TRAIL RUN & FAMILY WALK

C

ome run in Plain with us!
Stroller-friendly event. The Just Plain
Fun Run is a community event that
benefits the Beaver Valley School (BVS).
Proceeds from the event help fund the BVS
annual school year field trip. Last year’s trip
was to the San Juan Islands!
Sunday, September 25th at Plain Hardware.
Registration at Noon, race starts at 1pm.
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